
	   	   	  
	  

	   	   	  

 

MAG 3 Lasix Renal Scan and DMSA 
A nuclear medicine renal scan, either a MAG3 or a DMSA, has been 
ordered for your child by your pediatric urologist. These tests will allow the 
urologist to assess the function and drainage of your childʼs kidneys.  

Preparation 
No special preparation is necessary, although the child should be well 
hydrated before the procedure, so make sure they are drinking plenty of 
fluids the day before and the day of the procedure. 

What to expect  
Before the MAG3 or DMSA is started your child must have an intravenous 
line (IV). A technician or nurse will place the IV line in your childʼs hand or 
foot. Your child will feel a little pinch when this is placed. Once the IV tube is 
placed, your child will not have any more discomfort. This IV is used to 
inject a special solution called an isotope into your childʼs veins. This special 
solution makes it possible to see the kidneys clearly.  
 
For a MAG3 study, your child will be given IV fluids during the exam to 
ensure that s/he stays well hydrated. Lasix will also be given through the IV 
during the imaging portion of the exam. Lasix is a diuretic medication that 
makes the bladder and kidneys empty and increases the urge to urinate. 
 
For a DMSA study, pictures of your childʼs kidney will be taken 
approximately three hours after the solution (isotope) is injected. You may 
want to bring something to entertain yourself and your child. 
 
The technologist will bring you and your child into the scan room. One 
parent/guardian will be allowed to stay with your child during the test. If you 
are pregnant or if there is a chance you could be, you will not be allowed to 
stay in the room with your child during the procedure. If this is the case, it is 
a good idea to bring another person to be with your child during the test. 
Your child will be placed on their stomach on a special bed; a camera will 
rotate around them. A seat belt is necessary for your childʼs safety. 
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It is possible your child will need to have a catheter placed in the 
urinary opening. This is usually true if your child is an infant or cannot 
empty their bladder completely when asked. The catheter is placed 
through the urethra and into the bladder. By keeping your childʼs 
bladder empty, the technologist is able to view the kidneys better. 
 
The technologist will then begin to take many pictures. It is important 
that your child lie still while the pictures are being taken, especially 
during the time the camera rotates around them. 
 
How long will the test take? 
The test will take approximately 60 minutes. 

 

See the next page for contact information. 
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Contact Information: 
 
Laurence S. Baskin, MD 
lbaskin@urology.ucsf.edu 
Hillary Copp, MD, MS  
http://www.urology.ucsf.edu/faculty/contact?fid=505  
Michael DiSandro, MD  
http://www.urology.ucsf.edu/faculty/contact?fid=509 
 
Appointments & Location 
UCSF Medical Center, Parnassus Campus 
400 Parnassus Avenue, Suite A-610   
San Francisco, CA 94143-0330 
Phone 415/353-2200 
Fax 415/353-2480 
 
Childrenʼs Hospital & Research Center Oakland 
747 52nd Street Ambulatory Care 4th 
Oakland, CA 94609 
Phone 510/597-7089 
 
PEDIATRIC NURSE PRACTITIONERS 
Anne Arnhym, CPNP 
Certified Pediatric Nurse Practitioner   
Pager: 415/443-0541   
anne.arnhym@ucsfmedctr.org 
 
Angelique Champeau, CPNP 
Certified Pediatric Nurse Practitioner  	  
Pager: 415/443-5632   
Angelique.Champeau@ucsfmedctr.org 
 
Christine Kennedy, CPNP 
Certified Pediatric Nurse Practitioner   
Pager: 415-443-0703 
KennedyCE@urology.ucsf.edu 
 


